
 Entered illegally without passport or ID papers; 

 Has false papers, goods and money not accounted for; 

 Has no adult with them or to meet them; 

 Is with an adult who refuses to leave them alone; 

 Has no money but a working mobile phone; 

 Is reluctant to give personal details. 

Once in the UK the child: 

 Receives unexplained calls; 

 Has money from an unknown source; 

 Shows signs of sexual or physical abuse; 

 Has not been enrolled in a school or with a GP; 

 Seems to do work in various locations. 

The child’s sponsor: 

 Has previously made multiple visa applications for other children or acted as guarantor; or 

 Is known to have acted as guarantor for others who have not returned to their countries of origin at the 

expiry of the visas. 

Identification of trafficked children may be difficult as they might not show obvious signs of distress or abuse. 

Some children are unaware that they have been trafficked, while others may actively participate in hiding that 

they have been trafficked. Any child transported for exploitative reasons is considered to be a trafficking victim in 

line with the Palermo Protocol, whether or not they have been forced or deceived. This is partly because it is not 

considered possible for children to give informed consent. Even when a child understands what has happened, 

they may still appear to submit willingly to what they believe to be the will of their parents or accompanying 

adults. It is important that these children are protected too. 

 

http://cumbrialscb.proceduresonline.com/files/palermo_protocol.pdf

